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Good 
Neighbourhood | 


J eae positive consequence of the! 
last war was three retrogressive | 
revolutions: what better can we hope 
for as the consequence of this? Such 
ig the forbidding question put by Mr. 
W. H. Chamberlin—the well-known 
correspondent of the Christian Science 
Monitor in Russia, Germany and 
Japan. He has studied the three great 
totalitarian regimes for years at first 
hand, and they fill him with despuir. 
“Not one in a hundred Russians want- 
ed to exterminate the old intelligent- 
sia; not one in a hundred Germans 
wanted to exterminate the Jews”; yet 
the monstrous thing was done. The 
impotence of the individual over 
against the typical modern State is 
new in the history of mankind. The 
cruellest of the old absolutisms was 
incomparably more humane than these 
tnodern tyrannies, simply because the 
centralization of power which is made 
possible by modern technology was 
impossible to them. There were in- 
numerable spaces where the pressure 
from the central power was not felt 
-—-spaces wherein humanity could 
breathe. 

Mr. Chamberlin agrees with most 
thoughtful observers of the catastro- 
phic degeneration of Europe that the 
new totalitarianisms offer practically 
no hope of revolution by violence. 
First, they are themselves the conse- 
quence of violent revolution; and in 
that respect alone they are a grim 
warning to those who still put their 
faith in violent revolution as a means 
to human advance. Second, the cent- 
ralization of power, and in particular 
the concentration of military force 
(e.g. in a fleet of 10,000 aeroplanes) is 
such that successful armed revolution 
is almost unthinkable. Third, if by 
some miracle armed revolution were 
successful, it would be compelled to 
have recourse to the same methods as 
the tyranny which had been ‘over- 
thrown: lying propaganda and terror- 
ism. “An Amurath an Amurath suc- 
ceeds.” 

That, it seems to us, however grim, 
is a faithful statement of the prospect 
before Europe. ‘Those who reekon 
upon violent revolution as a means of 
overthrowing totalitarian domination 
in Europe are reckoning upon a prac- 
tical impossibility which, 1f it could 
be achieved, would make things no 
better than they are, but rather 
worse. This prognosis of the future 
has, however, its long-term consola- 
tions for the pacifist. As it gradual- 
ly becomes manifest to the mass-man 
that there is no hope of, or in, violent 
revolution, whether as a means of 
overthrowing totalitarianism abroad 
or at home, he will be forced to dev- 
elop other forms of resistance to a 
kind of slavery more sinister than any 
mankind has yet endured. He will 
become a kind of pacifist perforce, 
and develop a “technique” of non-vio- 
lent resistance which may not be tech- 
nically perfect or spiritually pure, but 
will have at least the merit of being 
grounded in nature and necessity. 


For that future the conscious paci- 
fist must be preparing now. We are 
not suggesting that totalitarianism in 
Britain will be of the same kind as 
German or Russian totalitarianism. 
There is a real and important differ- 
ence between totalitarianism that is 
negatively accepted, as a result of 
organization for defensive war, and 
totalitarianism which has conquered 
as a positive and revolutionary creed. 
The Briton knows he is sinning 
against the light in accepting totali- 
tarianism, There is little chance of 
his discovering a religious enthusiasm 
for it. His instinctive resistance to it 
will be widespread and stubborn: sand 
will find its way into every bearing 
of the vast machine. 

Thia situation offers ao tremendous oppor- 
tunity to the conscious pacifist. and puts a 
corresponding responsibility upon him. It is 
his mission to create an alternative social 
urganization, which is explicitly anti-totali- 
ade aber refore, it {# a contradiction in 
erms for him to dream of doing this from 
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The act_itself may be so 
unjust in its consequences 
to the weak, the helpless, and 
the innocent, or may be of so 
callous and cruel a character, 


that human nature would be de- 
graded by resort to it, did not 
military necessity act as a 
prophylactic and preserve the 
operators not only in their self- 
respect but even in a sense of 
virtue. 


Military necessity may, there- 
fore. be said to provide human 
nature with a new moral code 
(superseding and even revers- 
ing all previous codes of relig- 
ious or social acceptance), which 
can be summed up in the short 


statements, “Necessity knows 
no law,” “Necessity can do no 


wrong ’—when it is military. 

But, in making that claim for them- 
selves, we find that the defenders of 
military necessity are by no means 
consistent; for while they enthusiast- 
ically defend their own acts as justi- 
fied -by-military—-necessity,. they. de- 
nounce violently those of the enemy. 
Yet on both sides alike military nec- 
essity is the covering justification of 
all acts which violate our normal 
sense of justice, decency, honour, 
humanity. 


When nations go to war, anything 
that can insure a victory which would 
otherwise be doubtful becomes a mili- 
tary necessity. If the slow starvation 
by blockade of whole populations 
(enemy or neutral) is a military nec- 
essity fur one side, so is the sinking 
of food-ships (with no greater, though 
more immediate, loss of life) a mili- 
tary necessity for the other side, and 
is therefore morally justified. 

The same argument applies to all 
breaches of neutrality. If it becomes 
necessary for the securing of victory 
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that neutrality shall be violated, the 
State which commits the first breach 
is the one which shows itself more 
intelligently aware of where its mili- 
tary necessity lies. For instance, it 
is a military necessity (we are told) 
for Germany to win the war in the 
shortest time possible: it was there- 
fore a military necessity that she 
should violate the neutrality of as 
many countries as possible, with the 
least possible delay. 

Our military necessity is to deprive 
Germany of that short cut to victory. 
Military necessity therefore obliges us 
to include in our blockade policy all 
the conquered countries which we were 
unable to save from invasion; and 
though our military necessity is less 
spectacular and slower in operation, 
it cannot be absolved from the charge 
of bringing its penalties to bear on 
the helpless and guiltless. 


CLEAN CONSCIENCES 


This inability to rescue military 
necessity. from the charge of flagrant 
injustice and cruelty, as normally 
judged, will not be a cause of depress- 
ion to those who believe in war as the 
only ultimate means of countering 
wrong, and securing liberty and just- 
ice on the tottering basis of a ruined 
civilization. : 

Since military necessity supersedes 
all their previous ideas of right and 
justice, their swept and garnished 
consciences become fitting receptacles 
for the seven devils of the new mor- 
ality: sinee necessity can do no 
wrong, consciences can remain clean. 
Such old and obsolete ideas need no 
longer concern them. 

But it will necessarily depress those 
who do not believe that war has the 
remedial virtues ascribed to it. It is 
therefore with some relief that we 
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Looking to U.S A. for More 
War Supplies 


vest things first. Here is New 


York’s view. 


Enthusiasm over the striking success of 
the Greeks was tempered with concern over 
the Nasi raids on the Midlands. It waa 
believed that raids on so large u scale as 
those at Coventry and “Birmingham could 
hardly have failed to reduce somewhat the 
British production of war-supplies. This waa 
all the more a matter for cuncern since it 
is common knowledge that it must be 
months yet before the American production 
of such supplies can reach. u satisfactory 
level. (Times, November 25). 


While Mr. Roosevelt has declared 
that US aid to Britain was “nearing 
its peak” and that there was “nothing 
in the Government plan to indicate 
the possibility of extending credits to 
Britain,” Lord Lothian’s first act on 
returning to Washington was to de- 
clare that our dollar funds were al- 
most exhausted. Since whatever 
credits the USA may now give us will 
never be repaid, America is now re- 
quired to give us the supplies for the 
war. That. combined with the air- 
onslaught on our own machinery of 
production and the constant attrition 
of our shipping, is going to produce 
a situation singularly remote from 
that depicted in the headlines. And 
we have still 800,000 unemployed! 


I 

N f a theory of the recent diplomatic 
activity of Hitler (Sunday Times, 
Nov. 24). Briefly, it is this. 

Hitler aimed at influencing Ameri- 
can opinion first, threatening it by 
the new pact with Japan, then seek- 
ing to present it with the accomplish- 
ed fact of a new order by consent in 
Europe. But Petain was reluctant, 
even though Lorraine was offered. So | 
that the new order could not be pro- 
duced in time for the American elec- 
tion. Then Hitler cracked the whip | 
by ordering the expulsion of 150,000 


post-1918 French settlers from Lor- 
raine. 


It may be so; but now the Lorraine 
expulsions have been suspended, 
though the news is relegated to the 
bottom of the column, whereas the 
expulsions had the headlines. Any- 
how, even Mr. Spender has no light to ' 
throw on the problem whether the | 
Italian attack on Greece had Hitler's ; 
approval. We are inclined to stick to i 
our own theory that Italy acted preci- / 
Pitately in order to secure ‘“compen- | 
sations” for her claims against | 
France, which Hitler does not intend | 
to satisfy. / 
(Continued on page 2. cal. 1) 


R. J. A. SPENDER puts forward | 
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“MILITARY NECESSITY” 


the generally accepted excuse for doing 
sonicthing which human nature would other- 
wise find morally repugnant. 


discover that there are occasions 
when the doctrine of military necess- 
ity breaks down, or at any rate when 
its exponents shrink from putting it 
into force. d 


Sometimes military necessity re- 
quires measures of so monstrous and 
‘appalling a character that even the 
military mind abandons their applica- 
tion, accepting defeat as preferable. 
That actually happened last Jue, 
when scores of thousands of Belgian 
refugees, fleeing before the German 
invasion, blocked the roads and drove 
back the defending forces in their 
panic rush, thus preventing any effec- 
tive resistance to the German ad- 
vance. 


ANOTHER CONSIDERATION 


The military solution of that situa- 
tion would have been to drive the re- 
fugees back upon the invader, if 
necessary by turning the weapons of 
war against them, as though they 
themselves were the enemy, with the 
result that they would all perish be- 
tween the opposing fronts. and inci- 
dentally build up an effective barrier 
of wrecked cars, wagons, and mangled 
corpses, through which the invading 
forces would be unable to penetrate. 

It was not done, and defeat was the 
result. Had military necessity been 
the only point to be considered, it 
would have been done: but unfortun- 
ately for military success, moral con- 
siderations intervened, and military 
necessity was for once overruled. 


But can we be sure that moral con- 


siderations did actually decide the 
matter? . Was it not, possibly, be- 
cause so monstrous an example of 


military necessity might have produc- 
ed such a violent revulsion of feeling 
in Belgium that a war of defence on 
such terms would have become a 
greater evil than the invasion. which 
it had set out to oppose? and that 
the Belgian people might have elect- 
ed to stand henceforth on the side of 
the aggressors rather than of the de- 
fenders? 


PROBLEM FOR US TOO 


We may be faced in the near future 
with a similar dilemma. If the starva- 
ation by blockade of the invaded and 
conquered nations, our would-be 
friends and allies, becomes, in the 
judgment of those in authority, a mili- 
ary necessity, the outrage may be 

one, 


Only if it becomes probable that 
such 2 measure will drive its victims 
to range themselves alongside of Ger- 
many, will military necessity find it- 
self forced to fall into line with com- 
mon decency and humanity. Let us 
hope that that consideration may pre- 
vail. If it does not, here is a question 
for those who have recently made 
prominent their desertion from the 
pacifist position. 

At what stage of retaliatory meas- 
ures, abhorrent to decent human in- 
stinct, but justified by military nec- 
essity, will those who have abandoned 
their pacifism find grace to return to 
the faith that they once professed, 
and to say in a state of recovered 
sanity, “It is still the same”? 


PEACE ON EARTH 


FINE response to the Fight- 
ing Fund last week: £57 4s. 
6d, making the total £897 13s. 4d. 


That leaves just over £100 to 
reach that first £1,000. Carry us 
to the mark—and well beyond it 
—by Christmas. This has more 
to do with Christmas than a 
Spitfire fund. Fight the GOOD 
fight—for peace on earth. 

By the way, we have received 
twice over the three gifts of £5 
which were necessary to realize 
the offer of another £5, as report- 
ed on November 15. ‘ 
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A SSUREDLY, it is tov soon to ring 
*~™ the bells over Koritza. The un- 
usual frankness of the Italian an- 
nouncement of their discomfiture is 
curious. It is pretty certain that, if 
Hitler had wanted to, or Italian amour 
propre had allowed it, the Germans 
could have given the Italian attack a 
smashing superiority in the air. Is 
there a real conflict of interest be- 
hind it all? And is Germany prim- 
arily concerned to make a protégé of 
Bulgaria, and press the Bulgarian 
claim to an outlet on the Aegean? 

It will be very interesting to see 
what Bulgaria does; for Bulgaria is 


much the most enlightened of the | 


Balkan States, with a positive dem- 
ocracy based on a system of co-opera- 
tive peasant proprietorship. 
is room for such a thing within the 
German Lebensraum, we shall need to 
‘reconsider to our notions about a pan- 
European tyranny. 


Democratic Socialism 


ISS DOROTHY THOMPSON has explain- 

ed that when Mr. Kennedy said “‘Democ- 
racy has finished” he meant that ‘Capitalism 
is finished?’; and when he said “England will 
have National Socialism” he meant not that 
England wil! adopt the Nazi pattern but that 
she will develop her own particular kind of 
Socialism. 
That is, 
did mean. 


more or less, what Mr. Kennedy 
But the uncomfortable fact is that 


for the huge majority of people democracy | 
and preciaus little else. | 


does mean capitaliam, 
And we have yet to see, in any great nation, 
any substantial kind of socialism which has 
not abolished the marginal. but valuable, 
freedoms of capitalist democracy. 
Progressives indulge the fantasy that demo- 
cratic socialism is easy to come by. It in 


probably the most difficult thing in the world | 


to achieve. 
Bravely Said! 


T is beginning to be realized that the prob- 
lem is a problem. ‘Now is the time.” 
said Mr. Bevin at the London Rotary Club 
(Nov. 20), ‘“‘when thoughtful people ought to 
be considering the real social implications of 
the war." True, true; but it will give them 
something more serious than a headache. Mr. 
Bevin himself will have to think a little harder. 
That horrible queue outside the Labour 
exchanges. You have to stop that or stop 
the whole educational system. , You cannot 
give teaching without satisfying; you only 
intensify suffering. 

It is no good going to the teeming mill- 
ions of Europe and. talking merely Glad- 
stonian liberty. You have got to offer a 
new feeling of hope. and example is hetter 
than precept. If this old country would 
begin to shape and direct it now and be- 
gin to weave it into its own economic life 
while the present struggle is going on, that 
would be the best answer to Hitler. 

That was, at least, bravely said: and the 
Daily Mail and the Sunday Times are up in 
arms. But how is the great social purpose 
to be achieved? 


“New Spirit Abroad” 


T is important to know. For all its theo- 
ries, mankind hae not discovered much 
between “Gladstonian liberty” and totalitar- 
ianism. Mr. Bevin, wittingly or unwittingly, 
ia offering a complete justification of Mr. 
Kennedy'’a prophecy that “England will have 
National Socialism.” Indeed, the moat ap- 
propriate comment on Mr. Bevin's concluding 
paragraph is this from a leader in the East- 
ern Daily Press (Nov. 23). 

Neither the Germans nor their methods 
are liked, but reports from the most div- 
erse quarters confirm the impression that 
among the younger people in all the coun- 
tries of Eurone there is a feeling that a 
new spirit ig abroad in the twentieth cen- 
tury which is not understood in the Anglo- 
Saxon world, and of which—with whatever 
faults and excesses—Germany and Italy are 
the representatives. 

How can the traditional British freedoms 
be reconciled with the centrally planned econ- 
omy Necessary to Mr. Bevin's ideal of social 
security? Mr. Bevin is inclined ta diamiss 
these freedoma as obsolete Gladstonian liber- 
Perhaps they are; they are certainly 
disappearing fast enough. But what, of cor- 
responding value, will take their place? 


Place of Trade Unions 


DO not think I shauld be doing an injust- 

ice to Mr. Bevin if I said that his idea of 
the new order would be a-National Socialism 
with the trade unions intact. The trade un- 
fons would be an integral part of the new 
corporate State: yet somehow—Mr. Bevin does 
not tell us how—they would preserve their 
independence. 


If the trade unions were not controlled by 
the State, economic planning would be im- 
possible, The transfer of workers from one 
trade to another, from one locality to an- 
other, cannot be decided by any autonomous 
body; neither can it be allowed to impose its 
own wage-rates. 

You cannot have social security for all with- 
aut revolutionizing the functions and the pow- 
ers of the trade unions. Whether your sys- 
tem calls itself National Socialism or Com- 
munism, it cannot allow an effective auton- 
omy to the trade unions. 


“Family Quarrels” 


HE Voice of Spain (Nov. 16) has an 
article by Denis de Rougemont, des- 
cribing a journey through Spain. Here are 
his thoughts in Barcelona. 
“Barcelona, without taxicabs, the Ramblas 


almost deserted, and in the harbour a small 
warship aunk at its wharf, cut in two by a 
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NEWS 


HAVE repeatedly given reasons why nothing short of funda- 
mental social change arising from a spiritual revolution can 


prevent an era of totalitarianism. 


The complete absence of signs of such a revolution conclusive- 
ly proves that instead of a new world arising after the war, the 
old world will persist, but in decline, will shed one by one its 
human and liberal attributes, and more and more will resort to 


ruta. repression. 


Pacifists will continue to proclaim the conditions of social and world 
salvation, but they should be under no delusion as to what that will cost in 


sacrifice and persecution. 


They will also find it necessary to teach that the 


way of salvation cannot be short-circuited by violent revolution. 


by Wilfred 


It is no use crying over spilt milk: 
we have all rated liberty too cheaply 
and defended it too weakly. Liberty 
will ultimately be won, if at all, by 
brave deeds which radiate the spirit 
of universal fellowship; but in the 
meantime it seems destined to suffer 
a major eclipse. 


One of two things had to happen; 
capitalist civilization had either to 
humanize itself by passing into social- 
ism nationally and internationally in 
response to a new conception of 
values, or continue its ruinous course 
until it crashed, to seek refuge in 
totalitarianism. 


It chose the way of the Gadarene 
swine, and will perish as did they, for 
evil has its day, and even totalitarian- 
ism cannot save capitalism. 


DESPOTISM MODERNIZED 


It is necessary to be clear about the 
cause, nature, and function of totali- 
tarianism. This modern expression of 
despotism is the offspring of social 
collapse and is an exposure of the 
sham of capitalist democracy. From 
its origin springs its function, which 
it must fulfil if it is to survive even 
for a short time—that of removing 
the obstacles to the distribution of the 
world’s wealth, to the functioning of 
industry and indeed of society itself. 

That function determines its nature. 
By necessity and definition totalitar- 
ianism is a-system of repression: it 
involves the dictatorial organization 
and control of the total resources of 
the State—human, economic, financial. 
The degree of repression exercised 
will depend upon many factors, such 
as the extent of the social breakdown, 
the personality of the dictator, the 
history and habits of the people, the 
emergence of unexpected ideologies. 

Obviously a decaying civilization 
cannot be saved by negations, so that 
even a totalitarian regime must 
attempt to create a new social order, 
and to win public support by giving 
to society at least some of the things 
it wants and removing some of its 
burdens. 

It is therefore significant that the 
two outstanding alternatives to decay- 
ing capitalism which so far have been 
thrown up—Fascism and Communism 


bomb, and covered with magnificent rust. My 
son, aged five, asks why this boat has been 
sunk, why the houses along the avenues have 
no windows, why their walls are ful} of holes... 

“I think back to what, a year ago in Paris, 
Ortega y Gasset said to me: ‘I cannot ex- 
plain to you the Spanish war, because it is a 
family quarrel about which strangers can un- 
derstand nothing.’ -But what do the people 
here think, now that the strangers who man- 
aged the play have transferred their atten- 
tions to other places, and now that the broth- 
ers who were enemies find themselves once 
more together amidst their ruins, amidst these 
half-dead cities? What will Europeans 
think, a few years from now, when they find 
themselves in the same case, with no more 
reason to forego their quarrels than they had, 
basically, to massacre each other? Here is 
the Europe of tomorrow: this bitter Spain, 
this silence of the people, this far away look, 
undeceived and without future, something of 
which FE have already got glimpses in 
France...” 


Without Comment 


A PART from the humanitarian reasons for 
<Adoing everything possible to mitigate the 
sufferings of Europe this winter it ia also 
good policy. 

“We say with perfect truth that the popula- 
tions of the Continent are suffering primari- 
ly because of the misdeeds of Germany. We 
must not, however, imagine that thia is the 
whole truth. 

“Only a comparatively smal) section of the 
huntan race is reasonable, and then but for a 
part of the time; the instinct of people who 
are suffering will be to blame the most dir 
ect and obvious factor of their distreas. Ger- 
many will exploit this fact to the utmost and 
we shall deceive ourselves if we da not 
recognize that the oneration of the most miti- 
gated form of blockade will create a strong 
feeling against us.” 

Eastern Daily Press, Nov. 23. 


Wellock 


—though generally represented as 
opposites, have much in common: both 
are repressive; both destroy the power 
of vested interests, and both adopt 
the principles of national socialism. 


NEW PROBLEMS 


But while modern totalitarianism 
will be compelled in some measure to 
solve the economic problems created 
by capitalism, it is likely to create new 
problems which will prevent the ex- 
tension of liberty—the final test of 
every regime. 


Theoretically it would be possible 
for a dictator to establish a real demo- 
cracy once he had spread abundance, 
and even to give birth to a classless 
and stateless society; but there are 
powerful reasons why he is unlikely 
to do so. 


_ The struggle for dictatorial power 
in a modern State demands unlimited 
unscrupulousness, Thus the very pro- 
cess of achieving power tends to unfit 
its holders for the right use. Before 
a dictator can act constructively he 
must consolidate his regime by means 
of an elaborate and watertight system 
of repression. He must suppress all 
suspected elements and all subversive 
tendencies. He must set up effective 
police, spy and military systems, and 
gather around him his most reliable 
supporters, all of whom must be “yes- 
men,” within a vast bureaucracy, to 
organize and run the machinery of 
State. 


The totality of these various ser- 
vices will constitute a new vested in- 
terest, every member of which will 
have a stake in the new regime and, 
if it should fall, will fall with it. 

Thus the dictator becomes a prison- 
er in the dungeon of his own creation. 
His army of followers will not allow 
him to break out of it. At all costs 
his power must be maintained. This 
means that he must keep things going, 
produce an ideology, and continue to 
crush all opposition to his rule and 
objectives. If he be lacking in imag- 
ination he will become the tool of 
hotter brains than his own. 


DICTATORSHIP’S DILEMMA 


It follows that a modern dictator 
could never be a saint, which is the 
strongest argument I know against 
dictatorship. It would afford me 
great pleasure to see a Gandhi in the 
shoes of Hitler (or of Churchill, for 
that matter) today, but it would take 
a miracle to place him there. There 
lies the dilemma, the impasse of dic- 
tatorship: it offers no way of escape 
from a tyranny which was set up in 
order to end a tyranny. 

The supreme problem of the future 
will be to find a way of escape from 
totalitarianism. The general tendency 
is to look for salvation in violent revo- 
lution. Even the British Government 
is looking to revolution to dethrone 
Hitler, overlooking the fact that 
power attained by violence must se- 
cure itself by repression and thus be- 
come a new tyranny, substituting new 
police, new spies, and a new bureau- 
cracy for old, and replacing one prison 
and concentration-camp population by 
another. In due course a new revolu- 
tion would be called for to get rid of 
the tyranny thus established. 

And so on ad infinitrm. the human 


-a wearing itself out im hopeless and | 


endless struggle. The process of 
degeneration will be hastened by the 
pursuit of fantastic ideologies like 
that of Hitler’s racial domination. To 
realize Hitler’s ideological dream com- 
plete national unity is demanded. The 
German nation- must have one pur- 
pose. one faith, one political party, a 
single conception of race, history, and 
art.’ 


November.29, 1940 


‘The Impasse Of Violent Revolution 


The State thus becomes Deity 
supersedes all human rights. absorbs 
all liberty. Discussion ceases to be a 
human function. One may converse 
about sport, one’s family, and the 
weather, but thereafter one may only 
say “ditto.” 


NO PURPOSE IN LIFE 


Such conditions lead to intellectual 
atrophy and moral decay, the deca- 
dence of art and science and of human 
personality. To banish the mind from 
the wide realm of creative art and 
thought and to convert man into a 
glorified machine, is to destroy the 
zest for life and the motive for having 
children. Civilized people will only 
reproduce their species when it is an 
inspiration to do so. Rob them of 
directive power and they will become 
selfish in their conduct and proclaim: 
“Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die.” 

Thus, while I agree, in the words of Lenin. 
that the distribution of abundance is the gate- 
way to a stateless society, I can see powerful 
reasons why totalitarian, even Communist. 
States will fail in that achievement. The 
central fact in the totalitarian State is power. 
unparalleled power—lega), political, financia). 
military. It dwarfs every other factor and 
objective, and is eo vital that its halders dare 
not let it slip from their grasp. 

Moreover the use of power generatcs a uve 
for it which slowly but effectively negate~ 
and obliterates the ideals which first inspired 
the effort to acquire it. Thus rower, instead 
of leading to the extension of liberty, extin- 
guishes it in cold and clammy tyranny. 

I therefore conclude that our real task today 
is to save something more precious than 
capitalist democracy—humanity itself; and 
this can only be done by giving to life a new 
content. A new positive must be found. and. 
unless it is found, civilization is doomed, for 
even now it is rapidly declining. Let us take 
warning! 

In The Common Sense of War and Peace 
H. G. Wells says: “It is by na means im- 
probable that man will fail to produce the 
necessary mental vigour for his continuance.” 

The Judge, in G. Shaw's recent play 
Geneva, reaches this significant conclusion: 
“There are a thousand good things to be done 
in your countries. They remain undone for 
hundreds of years; but the fires and the pgqi- 
fon are always up to date...I give you un as 
hopeless. Man is a failure as a political ani- 
mal. The creative forces which produced him 
must produce something better...” 

There lies our task: To produce something 
better. 

(To be continued). 


BRUDERHOF 
COMMUNITY 


INCE it was known that the Rruderhof 

Community was emigrating to Paraguay. 
a group of Christian pacifista in the West 
Country have been hard at work to form a 
company to take over the enterprise, compris- 
ing some 500 acres of good farm land, with 
all fixed plant and liquid assets. 

Last Friday at Dick Shenpard House, Lon- 
don, Progress was renorted to a representa- 
tive meeting of the PPU, PSB. Methodist 
Peace Fellowshin, Friends Peace Service 
Committee, and International Commission. As 
a result official support is now ensured for 
the enterprise. Ful) details of the new com- 
pany will be circulated with the next PPU 
Group Leaders’ Letter. 

Briefly, the pnronosals are to form a4 com- 
pany with a capital of 25,000 shares of £1 
each, 15.000 of which wil] be Ordinary and 
10,000 3 ner cent. Preference. The primary 
aim is to establich a self-supporting farming 
community on Christian vrinciples. Dr. Swar- 
brick, of Bristol University, has given a fav- 
ourable expert oyinion on the farming 
Possibilities. 

About 100 COs, married and single, wil! be 
found work on the farm. some permanent, 
others as trainees. In addition, there are oth- 
er industries of a profit-making nature, such 
as laundry, bakery. carventry, engincering, 
Printing and bookbinding, which will provide 
work for at least another 50 men and women. 

Moreover, there are specially designed fac- 
ilities for the housing and welfare of some 
200 children. Already vrovisional arrange- 
ments are being made with the Internationa! 
Commission to rent these buildings for chil- 
dren evacuated from the bombed areas. 

Although the prospectus is not yet ready 
for issue, it would greatly assist the pro- 
moters if those interested would communicate 
without Gclay to the acting secretary, Donald 
1. Weight, Greycot, Roman Way, Glastonbury, 
Somerset. Aas it is intended that it shall be 
a co-operative enterprise of the pacifist move- 
ment as a whole, the small investor is spec- 
ially welcome. 


THE PEACE LOVER'S 
CALENDAR 


WITH A QUOTATION FOR EACH DAY 
AND A PHOTO OF GEORGE LANSBURY 


1 /6 EACH 
or 15/- par dozen, Post Free 


ee rofits from lhe Sale of these 
Calendars w-lt be given to the PPU 


Order NOW from 


Cc. A, BROCK & CO. LTD. 
463, HARROW ROAD, LONDON, W.10 
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In Memoriam _ Ik 
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SAW him for the first time on 
the platform of Kingsway Hall 
along with Dick Sheppard, George 


Lansbury, and Stuart Morris, and 
though he was no public speaker I 
liked his simplicity and conviction. 
Later I noticed the regularity of his 
attendance at the Executive meetings 
of the PPU. He was very unobtrus- 
ive, but when he spoke it was always 
to drop a word of wisdom. Then, 
when I met hin at the assemblies of 
the National Council and Forethought 
Committee, out of the strong came 
forth sweetness. He was like a flame 
of sincerity, a flame shedding the 
light of clarity and the warmth of 
human affection. 

“Gentleness, Virtue, Wisdom ,and 
Endurance:” those were the qualities 
shown by Eric Gill which have made 
the smallest acquaintance with him 
something for which to thank God. 
And it is fitting that Shelley should 


have described those qualities as 
seals of that most firm assurance 
Which bars the pit over Destruction’s strength 


for, though the formal obituaries of 
Eric Gill studiously omitted all ref- 
erence to his connection with the 
Peace Pledge Union and his other 
pacifist activities, no-one in our gen- 
eration realized more clearly than he 
what were the basic causes of war; 
no one strove more conscientiously to 
exorcise the demons in modern soc- 
iety which are the contraries of Shell- 
ey’s qualities, nor more plainly show- 
ed, not only with his lips, but in his | 
life, their antidotes. 


Gentleness 


His gentleness was not of the tor- 
pid kind that is associated with ab- 
sence of character and a feeble re- 
action to life: it was the gentleness 
of extreme sensibility and that pro- 
found sensitiveness which is at once 
the delight and the agony of the art- 
ist. It was a very positive quality, 
fostered, I have no doubt, by his be-: 
lief in mercy, and heightened to a 
spiritual grace by his own under- 
standing of the vast human need for | 
divine mercy. 

His virtue—which he would have 
wholly and roundly disclaimed—lay | 
in his outstanding integrity. It shows 
itself in all his varied works of art— 
in the honesty and-beauty of his 
typography, in the austerity and indiv- 
iduality of his sculpture, in the purity 
of line which distinguishes his draw- 
ings and engravings, in his constant 
attestation of the oneness of life and: 
art, in his insistence that wholeness 
was to be measured by the depth of 
the aspiration to holiness. 

Wisdom 

His wisdom was happily and truly 
married to his wit. Art is the school 
of proportion, and the sense of hum- 
our is dependent upon the sense of | 
proportion. Small wonder, then, that; 
in what we must al! confess to be the 
ill-vroportioned world of today, Eric 
Gill’s keen sense of proportion crystal- 
lized itself in an enigrammatic wit 
that was often caustic. . 

Such was the effect of a deep wis- 
dom rising to the surface of mundane 
affairs. And so. I think, wisdom 
should anpear when it has worldly | 
folly to correct. But in the realm of | 
ultimate or spiritual values, Gill’s 
WAS A serious enourh wisdom: in- 
deed it was of the solemn and self- | 
abasing kind which, again aspiring to’ 


PEACE 


ERIC 
GILL 


true proportion, begins with that 
“fear of the Lord” which is percep- 
tion of, and reverence for, perfection. 
His endurance was of the kind en- 
forced upon every prophet: the endur- 
ance of patience with fools, of suffer- 
ing from knaves: of being regarded 
as fanatical when he was talking the 
plainest common-sense: of being 
esteemed for what he wasn’t, and dis- 
regarded for what he was: of being 
thought “mediaeval” when he was 
simply showing his contemporaries 
the way out of this dark age of im- 
personal mechanization into a future 
bright with living relationships. 
“Humble to God, haughty to man:” 
Eric Gill would have understood the 
inwardness of Blake’s distinction. 


Stone-Mason 


But how silly it seems to be at- 
tempting an appreciation of someone 
you have simply loved! “Don’t waste 
time over that,” I can hear him say- 
ing. “Tell them of the golden even- 
ing last August when we drove from 
Endsleigh Street to High Wycombe: 
how we called and rested at the 
French Horn, and how the two tame 
sheep—the ‘lawn-mowers’ of the quad- 
rangle at Pigotts—met us in the 
moonlight, before we ate together by 
candlelight in the welcoming company 


of that intimate community. 

“‘Te}] them about a monumental stone-mason 
who plied his trade happily in the country 
with his working apprentices. and sometimes 
got a job of work outside. Tel] them how he 


jumped at the chance of getting Denis Teget- 


meier to cut a stone for the house at Lang- 


ham inscribed ‘Glory to God’; because ultim- | 


ately he found God’s glory was the only thing 
in the world worth living and working for. 
Tell them he humbly strove for that. 


Max Plowman 


NEWS 
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Cry From Within 


URING a particularly bad air 

raid on London a short time ago 
I was bending over the sink washing 
up. Bombs had been falling all over 
the district and the sound of German 
bombers was constant. Suddenly I 
became aware of a tension, which 


communicated itself to me through my 
unconscious. For half a second there 
was no new sound, then the peculiar 
and deadly whine of falling bombs. 


This time, I thought, my time has 
come. My hands clutched the bottom 
of the sink and my body swayed to 
one side as if to let the bombs pass 
me by. The next moment five bombs 
burst within a short distance of the 
house and the tension eased. During 
that short space of time—20 seconds 
in all—I had remembered the forgot- 
ten horrors of Passchendaele and my 
nervous system had recorded new 
impressions of the actual moment in 
time through which I was passing. 


OPPORTUNITY OF SERVICE 


So it is with millions of others who are 
under the constant strain of barrage and 
bomb. Consciously or unconsciously, we are 


destroying the nervous energy which is so 
badly needed for building a sensitive and 
peaceful] world. Pacifists who are as yet aut- 
side the “‘blitz’’ areas have an opportunity 
here of service, which is no longer possible 
to those of us within the fiery circle. 

Somehaw or other the bombing must be 
brought to an end and an effort made to 
contro] the political forces of anarchy and 
Teaction which might easily fill the vacuum 
caused by the sudden cessation of violent 
warfare. 


The nervous strain and tension, to say 
nothing of the dirt and disease which are 
inseparable from shelter life, is lowering both 
}the mental and physical resistance of people 
| in bombed areas, and we look to our friends 
| outside to raise the etandard of “‘new-values” 
; and to exert the necessary pressure by every 
| means in their power, by speech, prayer, and 
the written word. Hel» us with cash too, be- 
| cause we are all becoming “stoney’. where 
; there is so much visible distress. 


John Barclay 


“REVIEWS 


The Chureh’s 


The Betrayal of Christ by _ the 
Churches. By J. Middleton Murry. 
(Dakers) 5s. , 

al BELIEVE,” writes Mr. Middleton 

Murry, “that men are hungry for 

a religious interpretation of their own 

situation at the present time.” — 

Such an interpretation he offers in this 
book. It is the very reverse of what most 
people, including such a statesman as Lord 
Halifax, would mean by a “religious inter- 
pretation.” In fact, one of the most search- 
ing of hia chapters ia devoted to an exposure 
of the Pharisaism underlying Lord Halifax's 
address to Oxford University of February last. 

In that address the Foreign Secretary was 
concerned to show how right England was; 
Mr. Murry is concerned to show where Eng- 
land, in common with all the other nations 
of Europe, has gone wrong. His interpreta- 
tion of recent history is truly religious, be- 
cause it is apocalyptic. It reveals in the pre- 
aent catnsatrophe a nemesis brought on by past 
sins: and thereby redeema catastrophe itself 
of its meaninglesaness. It is a call to re- 
pentance and a new way of life. 


THE CHURCH'S DUTY 


Such a call it was. in Mr. Murry’s view, 
the duty of the established Church to make 
in the years before the war. For “here was 
a situation from which man cauld have heen 
rescued either by a Christian understanding 
of democracy or a Christian understanding of 
industrialism. The one principle of salvation 
in either case was a putting of the princinvle 
of Christian brotherhood into practice.” The 
sina of which we had to renent were corpor- 
ate sins—our refusal to abandon an acquisi- 
tive economic system; our vindictive humilia- 
tion of Germany. 

The new way of life to which we were sum- 
moned by circumstances, if we were ever to 
avoid destruction, demanded an economic and 
political revolution. But the Church had abro- 
gated its right to pass judgment on the corp- 
arate acts of men. In all the years between 
the wars. when even non-Christians had grown 
uneasy about the Peace Treaty, and the genu- 
inely religious were turning toward Com- 
munism, “the Christian Church saw nothing, 
said nothing. did nothing": and now it is 
engaged in sanctifying and calling Christian 
that very war which is “the direct ontcome 
af the headlong flight of a whole civilization 
from Christianity.” 


SUCCESSIVE FAILURES 


The Church has become, in every country, 
not the judge but the anologist of the national 
State. One by one Mr. Murrv tracea the 
succeasive ‘failures that have broucht it to 
this position: failures dating back beyond the 
Reformation, and caused, one and all, by fear 
for its own existence as an institution. Yet, 
of all institutions, the Church alone has no 
justifieation for such fear: for it alone is 
founded upon, and has for its only abject the 


Betrayal 


promulgatien of, the supreme example of one 
who lost his life to save it. 

It was upon this fact that Mr. Murry rest- 
ed his own former hone of the Church, as an 
influence in the modern world: and no writer 
of the past ten years has done more than he 
to make it conscious of its historical mission. 
His final indictment is the more powerful, 
and the more completely justified, for this 
reason. He condemns the Church by a relev- 
ant standard—the only relevant standard; and 
hia book is itself the evidence for what he 
deduces: namely, that the virtue which has 
left the visible Church because. as its acts 
declare, it no longer believes in its own cent- 
ral affirmation. bas entered into those who, 


while owing it nothing, atill perform the 
works of which Christ ig the source. 
- A. LEA 


COMPANION TO “PEACE NEWS” 


N the Adelphi for November the 
Editor of Peace News—John Mid- 
dleton Murry—writes on “The Irrele- 
vance of the Church”; Frank Lea on 
“The Meaning of History,” particular- 
«lv as seen bv Nicholas Berdyaev; 
Hugh I’A. Fausset on the German 
poet Rilke and his understanding of 
the significance of the last war. 


All three articles are of great in- | 


terest to those who desire to fortify 
their faith and deepen their under- 
standing of pacifist philosophy. The 
Adelphi, in fact, endeavours to pro- 
vide a philosophic background to the 
social and political commentary of 
Peace News and is for this reason the 
complementary monthly for Peace 
News readers, 

The Maidstone PPU group takes 18 
copies. Bradford, Birmingham, and 
Manchester are also among the groups 
who value the magazine and take it 
regularly. The annual subscription 1s 
now 10s., but single copies will be sent 
post free, on receint of 10d, from The 
Oaks, Langham, Colchester. 


COMMUNITY NOTES 


A group of Cumberland pacifists is plan- 
ning “a communal working-group, along the 
lines of focd-production and weaving: to make 
a start we must be able at least to support 
one person on the Jand from now until crop- 
ping time.’? Will Cumberland pacifists in- 
terested please get into touch with George 
Boreham, 16 St. Herbert Street, Keswick. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 


BQvEN 

there is to be found a ripple on 
the surface of complacent public 
opinion. Conditions in London and 
Coventry have sent a wave of horror 
in all directions, disturbing the steady 
rhythm of life in cities as far away 
as Aberdeen. 


_ IL have been visiting groups in var- 
ious parts of Scotland, meeting as 
many members as possible, and below 
I summarize my impressions. The 
brevity of the reports will only serve 
to indicate the growing awareness in 
pacifist circles of the new opportuni- 
ties now offering themselves, but 
should encourage other groups to in- 
crease their momentum. 


Aberdeen. The group here is small but 
made up of stalwarts. Local opinion is “con- 
sciously patriotic’: the local Preas doen not 
encourage pacifist letters. Moet of the Pion- 
eer work these days is being dane by indiv- 
iduals and not by group work, but there are 
many individuals whose constant witndéha is 
helping to form a group activity, and anyone 
Interested should write to Mra. Grant, 64 
Elmbank Terrace, Aberdeen. The meeting I 
addressed in the Frienda’ meeting house Jast 
week was attended by many non-pacifiats, in- 
cluding the Lord Provost. Aberdeen is .he 
coming fully aware of the gravity of the times 
and the need to do something about it. 


Dundee. The group has recently lost th 
Rev. E. S. Towill by» removal to’ Edinbufgha 
but hia inspiration and work go on. The 
group is very alive and feeling that it is ‘not 
enough simply to meet but that it, should be 
making contact with the outside world. A 
crowded meeting of members (nearly seven- 
ty) discussed the possibilities of the rapidly 
changing political scene and how beat to: in- 
fluence it along the lines of a pacifist revo- 
lution. If the very large working’ population 
of Dundee could be influenced by politically- 
minded pacifists, ita political influence would 
be felt in all parts of Scotland., ; 


Edinburgh. The PPU have . headquartera 
here, which is always an advantage. The 
Committee, under the chairmanship of David 
Sherwood, have been very active recently, and 
regular meetings are held in the centre. There 
is keen discussion on Peace News policy and 
a widely expreased opinion tha¢ more unortho- 
dox points of view should be ventilated side 
by side with those of Middleton Murry and 
Wilfred Wellock. The meeting 1. addressed 
was held in the centre and waa crowded. Deep 
concern wan expressed for Birmingham and 
Coventry and news of these groups would be 
welcomed. 


Glasgow. Always a centre to be proud of, 
but just now especially so au “Andrew Stew- 
art and his wife are once more taking a hand 
as rank and file members. Already stirrings 
are to be felt and new work is being under- 
taken. A “liaison-committee” is rapidly get- 
ting in touch with the 23 groups that Glas- 
gow once boasted of, and under the chairman- 
ship of Misa Campbell all secma to be aet 
fair for a “‘long tack to starboard.” 48 Dun- 
das Street is settling down as the new head- 
quarters, and when all the fresh work has 
been thoroughly co-ordinated, Glasgow will 
once more make bids to become the hub of 
the pacifist movement! 


Forward Movement. ‘“‘Peace—-when?” was 
the theme of a public meeting held in the 
Co-operative Hall, Peckham, on Sunday. The 
attendance numbered only about 125, but 
about half were non-pacifists, whose presence 
was due to press and leaflet advertising. 

Laurence Hislam, having made clear that 
pacifista were realists, showed the inconsiat- 
tencies and contradictions of Gavernment 
propaganda, and stressed the necessity of a 
change of heart in the people. Bil! Grindlay 
claimed to speak for the. present generation, 
who had been let down by those who, in a 
position to see that from their actions an- 
other war was inevitable, took no steps to 
alter the situation. The thing to fight for, 
he said, was brotherhood, and thia was den- 
ied in war. Question time showed that a 
new light had been shown to many present. 

Richmond (Surrey). The PPU and’ Fellow- 
ship of COs are combining their programmes 
for the present except for business meetings. 
and members of either organization gre invited 
to attend all meetings. which are held at 57, 
Larkfield-road, Richmond, on Sundays, at 3 


p.m. ~ 
West Wickham (Kent) Group have organ- 
ized, with the Beckenham FoR group, a paci- 
fiat service unit, to be known as the Welfare 
Service Unit, which is working in conjanc- 
tion with the local ARP organisation. The 
unit is in charge of a mobile canteen and 
welfare work at the borough rest eentre, and 
members go out when bombs fall in order ta 
care for people who are not being dealt with 
by the first aid or ambulance organisations. 
Pacifiats not in touch with the loeal groupa 
but whoa would like ta help should get in 
touch with Geoffrey Pittock-Buss, 50, Langley 
Way, West Wickham, Kent (Springpark 
2416). The PPU group has also obtained the 
loan of a house for tha accommodation of 
four people .bombed out of central Landon: 
West Kent Region group Peace Newa repre- 
sentatives are urged to attend a meeting on 
the question of Peace Newa sales at 50, Lang- 
ley Way. West Wickham, tomorrow (Satur- 
day) at 3 pm, when John Cowling will apeak. 
Letchworth has lost one of its moat dis- 
tinguished members in the passing of Dr. Ed- 
wards F.R.S. at the early age of 61. Frederick 
Wallace Edwards was an exert in his branch 
of science, but the PPU will best remember 
him for hia staunch pacifiat views, which he 
had held for many years. He was a CO in 
the last war, and was constantly giving his 
help to our young COs in this ane, a help 
they can ill afford to lose. Moving reference 
was made at the last meeting of the branch 
to its sense of loss and its deep sympathy 
with Mra. Edwards, Joan. its literature secre- 
tary, and other members of hia family. 


Circulation Notes 


New Homes, New 
Duties 
By John W. Cowling 


T is a strange experience to travel, 

us I did at the beginning of last ' 
week, from war-time London to towns 
in Devon and Cornwall many of which 
are largely untouched by the war. 

The complacency with which many 
people in rural areas seem to regard ' 
the future is inclined to be irritating; 
it is therefore all the more encourag- 
ing to meet PPU members so fully 
alive to the realities of the situation. , 
Just because of that awareness they 
are taking the lead in helping victims 
of the air war from the big industrial 
cities—people regarded almost as in- 
vaders by many who are more for- 
tunately placed. 

In time, I believe, this movement 
of city-dwellers into hitherto seclud- 
ed places will bring home to many 
more people what this war really 
means. As. that awakening takes 
place—and it is already being help- 
ed‘hy stray bombs on the country- 
side!—opportunities will grow for 
pacifists to make useful personal 
contacts and to help people to see 
what lies beneath the events we are 
now experiencing. 

LONG-TERM ACTIVITY 

What has all this to do with Peace 
News? It has a very close connex- 
ion. For if every person who can be 
persuaded to listen to the pacifist case 
in conversation can be also persuaded 
to read Peace News—even if only “on 
trial” at first—the influence of the 
movement on public opinion will be 
greatly increased. 

Aid for war victims, on the spot 
and in their new homes, is a valuable 
short-term activity; we must supple- 
ment it by helping people to see the 
futility of the war method and by 
pointing to the alternative. In that 
long-term activity this paper is our 
answer to the daily press and the 
radio. It has been very heartening 
to find pacifists in the West Country 
so keen to‘discuss ways of using this 
instrument to the best advantage. 


Good Neighbourhood 


(Continued from page f, col. 1) 


above on/n national seale. You cannot coun- 
fer totalitatianism by totalitarianism. Good 
totalitarianism” versus bad totalitarianism ix 
a false antithesis. There is no eood totalitar- 
ianism: because it is a form of social organ- 
?jaation which invests neowle with u degree of 
power which no human bving is filied to bear. 
The effort to create un anti-totalitarinn social 
organizatian must therefore begin from be- 
low. It must, in the nature of things, be | 
local and sboradic. It must have its roots 
in neighbourhood and in the neighbourhood. 

For its task is to create, or re-create, com- 
munity as and how it ean. It will have its 
archetypal pattern of the local and decentral- 
ized community: the concrete imnginative pic- 
ture of the unit of the new social organization 
at which it aims. That is necessury in order 
that it ahall be a positive and unified move- 
ment. But. it must be infinitely flexible and 
adaptable. Secure in its knowledge of its 
long-term purposes, it wil} undertand the nec- 
essity «af Jheing valid at every stave of its 
development «of being unostentatiously but 
recognizably “a goed neighbour ” nt every 
turn. It cannot for a moment afford to tol- 
grate inefficjency under the sanction of high 
ideal. Wet. ux add. then, good husbandry to 
good neighbourhood as its princinles. They 
nre inseparable. And together they will make 
a social revolution which the common man 
epn understand. 


“GET DOWN TO IT” 


“Dear’ Fellow-members,” — writes 
“An Ordinary Member,” addressing 
the rank and file of the PPU through 
the Editor:— : 

Our Group Secretary has received 
an intimation from the Treasurer that 
£400 is owing to Headquarters for 
literature, 

Somehow, that doesn’t read too 
good in cold print, does it? I mean, 
not for an organization whose sincere 
aim is to-help make the world a bet- 
ter place? ‘Surely our first duty in 
that direction is to settle our just 
debts? : 

There is no compulsion at HQ; only 
help and‘ encouragement and prompt 
attention to orders. Are we really so 
little proud of our movement that 
these reminders of our duty are nec- 
essary?» No, of course not! Just 
thoughtlessness, perhaps, added to a 
little discouragement at the sad trend 


of events. : 
I should like to make a sporting offer. For 
every £100 of that £400, I will contribute 
£1, if the total amount ts received ‘by Mr. 
Rowntree by the end of the yeur. ‘ 
We are used to the Government slogan of 
GO TO IT—iet US “GET DOWN” to this job. 


has a 


PEACE NEWS 


The Pacifist And 


The 


Land 


A POSITIVE POLICY 


A conference was held at-The Adelphi Centre, Langham, on November 
16 anu 17, to consider the problems and opportunities arising from the new 
relation of the pacifist movement to agriculture. The following provisional 
statement has been drafted as embodying the sense of the meeting. 


HE effort to respond to the need of COs 
who have been given work on the land 
condition of exemntion has led to the 
formatiun of practical working communities, 
in agriculture and forestry. 

Even those who have in themselves no voca- 
tion fur work on the land have experienced n 
new satisfaction in working in community: 
but others—some in consequence of this en- 
foreed experience, others by reason of their 
conviction that capitalist society would in- 
evitably be disintegrated by wur and_ that 
the land-community is the one way to salva- 
tion---have come to feel the urgency of form- 
ing agricultural subsistence communities as a 
permanent form of social organization. 

The immediate need and the long-term nec- 
essity had thus combined ta enforce upon 
pacifists a positive policy for the revivifien- 
tion of a moribund society by the formation 
of communities, bauxed on the land, yet natur- 
ally and necessarily including all other kinds 
of co-onerative work. 


NO NARROW CONCEPTION 


The new community, in this sense, must 
not be misunderstood as restrictive or monas- 
tie or entailing a reversion to primitivism. 
It ix a social pattern of universal validity 
and capuble of universal acceptance. There- 
fore, the mature community would be based 
on the netural unit of the family, livine its 
own private life, but meeting for work. ree- 
reation and worship. in commun. The relig- 
ious bond wus essential, but its nature must 
not be narrowly conceived. 


The religious bond of the new community 


PLAN TO PREVENT 
STARVATION IN 
EUROPE 


ONCERN for the peoples of 

Europe who are threatened with 
starvation by the blockade is strong- 
er in the United States than would 
appear from the meagre press re- 
ports. It is not a case of the lone 
voice of ex-President Hoover, but of 
an organised demand that relief 
should be sent. (The News Chron- 
icle did admit, on Tuesday, that the 
movement “is causing considerable 
anxiety in beth Washington and Lon- 
don’’.) 

A “statement of a vital question 
affecting the lives of millions of peo- 
ple” has reached Peace News from 
the Joint Committees for European 
Relief, of New York. In it, a number 
of Americans, “representing the fol- 
lowing responsible American organi- 
zations: the Commission for Relief in 
Belgium, Inc., the Norwegian Relief 
Fund, Inc., the Queen Wilhelmina 
Fund, Inc. (Holland), the Commission 
for Polish Relicf, Inc”, declare: 

The expressed public opinion of the 
American people will largely determine 
whether a great nart of 30 million people 
in, Norway. Holland, Belgium, Central Pol- 
and, and possibly Denmark, will starve 
during the forthcoming winter. Of these 
Beople 10 million are children. 

These war-torn people are caught hetween 
the millstones of the German occupation 
and the British blockade. They have no 
possible voice on their behalf except that 
of the American people. 
the American people can be their salvation 
if it be expressed. 

They do not ask for appropriations from 
the American government, nor for interven- 
tion by the American Government, ner for 
ships, nor even for food from the United 
States. These nations will find all these 
resources for themselves if their own stocks 
of food are not taken by the Germans and 
if foodstuffs are allowed through the block- 
ade by_the British. 

They ask for recognition by Great _ Bri- 
tain and Germany of a neutral commission 
through which they can act in, thelr own 
salvation. They need the powerful voice of 
America toe be raised in support of such an 
agreement as will open the doors to food 
supply and will protect its distribution. 
The document goes on to quote 

former President Hoover's statement 
of August 11 and to answer, with a 
wealth of facts, figures, and sound 
argument, auestions that have been 
raised by that statement. ; : 

Support for the Joint Committees 
appeal is being canvassed by _ the 
issue, with their statement, of busi- 
ness reply cards on which people can 
give their answers to the questions: 

‘Does the plan proposed for prevent- 
‘ing starvation in the occupied ,coun- 
tries meet with vour approval?’ and 


1 “Will you do what you can among | 


friends and neighbours to explain the 
‘plan and arouse interest in it 


And the voice of” 


would be pusitively expressed in a new rev- 
erence for the eurth and the materials and 
products of man’s labour and the persons of 
one's fellow-members: its purpose was to free 
all these from the degradation of long abuse 
and thus redeem human life us a whole. 

Its aim was the concrete expression of a 
redemptive Christian faith by the formation 
of local communities which would be nuelei 
of a new Christian democracy. The power of 
attraction of these communities for society at 
large would be not in their profession but in 
their actual achievement: as examples of bet- 


ter farming. better workmanship, better liv- 
ing. 
ACQUISITION OF LAND 
It ix imperative that a concerted effort 


should be made to acquire land now for this 
purpose, before the flight of threatened capi- 
tal into the security of the lund maker ac- 
quisition impossible. An appeal! should be 
made with the least possible delay for funds 
for this purpose, while good land is still ob- 
tainable at a fair orice. 

It ix not necessury that communities should 
be ready to work the land acquired. For the 
lime being, while skilled community-leaders 
were being trained, it would suffice that farms 
shauld be worked by skilled men under the 
old system. What is imperative is that suffi- 
cient land for x widespread and co-ordinated 
effort should come under the control of paci- 
fists. 

This necessity was unanimously recognized: 
it was left to the next conference, to be held 
on December 28 and 29. to decide the menna 
of making this appeal most effective and the 
best form of organization ta canduct it. 


NEWS OF €.0.5 


When the 1905 class registered for 
military service on November 9 and 
16 (together with those who had 
reached 20 since the last registra- 
tion), the percentage of those who 
registered provisionally as conscien- 
tious objectors showed no change 
from the low level it had reached by 
the end of the July registrations— 
0.51 per cent. 

The actual figure, 1,964, brought 
the total of registered COs (i.e. with- 
out allowing for removals bv tribun- 
als) to 53,225. 


COURTS, MARTIAL 


Qn successive days last week (November 19 
and 20) the News Chronicle reported courts 
martial of COs at Liverpool, all tbe 13. men 
being members of non-combatant corns who 
had refused minor military orders. 

In the latter case two Great War VCs were 
stated to have given evidence us to the genu- 
ineness of the conscientious objection of the 
accused man to performing military duties. 
The court’s decision was not announced. and 
nor was it in the case of the 12 men who, on 
the previous day, declared that they had been 
forcibly dressed in uniform. 


Billericay Urban District Corneil has dee- 
ided against dismissing COs wie h::ve been 
exempted from military service on cen“! fon 
they remain in their employment. Cire hire 


Courty Council A.R.P. Committee have decid- 
ed not to engage any COs in the xervice. 
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ACCOMMODATION 
BOURNEMOUTH, 4 Churchill Road. Bus. 
cumbe; sunny, well-furnished flatlet suitable 


2 persons; conveniences; rent 16s. weekly for 
duration. 


TO LET, two furnished rooms. use of bath- 


room. Gotch, 135 Ainslie Wood Rd.. Ching- 
ford, E.4. 


WOMAN PACIFIST, 24, seekx accommoda- 
tion na paying guest in Christian pacifist fam- 
ily. -Blackherth district. Goldring, 91 Norfolk 
Avenue. Sanderstead. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, imag- 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts, corres- 
pondence lessons 5s. each—Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, 


YOUNG OXFORD B.A. teaches privately 
London aren; Music (niano ete) and History 
especially; other subjects. Box 598, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


CO REQUIRES PARTNER (exempted) 
smallholding, small capital, hard worker 
essential. 11 Lincoln Rd.. Hanworth, Middle-ex 


HAND-WOVEN Scarves in PPU colours, 
7s. Gd. (or, to order, &s. 6d.). made by the 
Homestend Community. Hardington Marsh. 
Yeovil. 


SCOTLAND. CO wishes £500 toward land 
settlement scheme; willing vay smal} inter- 
est; Please state sum available, interest re- 
quired. und terms for repayment to Emslie. 3 
Regent Terrace, Edinburgh. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


ASSISTANCE required. January. in «mull 
co-educational hame = school, children 2—~12; 
Teacher to help with older children: House. 
keeper-matron for 8 boarders; suitable bome 
for man and wife with own children: Pro- 
gressive views; adequate salary. Lois Brown, 
The Lodge, Thornton-leDale, Yorks. 

HELPER urgently needed at home for evic- 
uated children from East End; au pair basix 
with 10s. ner week pocket money. Apply Gwen 
Catehpool, 107° Middleton Hall Road, Kings 
Norton, Birmingham. 


MOTOR MECHANIC Wanted; mixed com- 
mercial] fleet: Somerset. Box 660, Peace News. 
3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
EX-TEACHER CO (28). 


appealing against 
conditional exemption, 


requires clerical work, 


typing. anything: Londen or NW. Box 599. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 
NOTTINGHAM pacifists should consult 
local unemployed CO optician for sight-test- 
ing, spectucles, or optical advice. Box 694. 
Peace News. 3. Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 
TOOL-ROOM Turner (toolmaker), age 32. 


pacifiat, wishes to change job, owing to pre 
sent firm now mostly on war work: desires 
positien in taol-room or workshop in Berk- 
shire or Oxford districts. 18 years’ experi- 
ence in the tride. Box 597, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd. N4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERKYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform; 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft: for 
haliday or restful recuperation; 
heating, h. and ¢. water in bedrooms. 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars. 


Veg- 
happy 
central 
A. and 
Crich. Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CYCLIcS: Britain’s best at £6 15s.. carriage 
paid; every necessary xecezsury: even to cyclo- 
meter. Made by over 40 yenrs’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 


PACIFIST SERVICE BUREAU urgently 
needa # full time worker (voluntary), for its 
clothing depot: real service. Write. 6 Ends- 
leigh Street. W.C.1. 


PPU GROUP wants secondhand Duplicator, 
about £1, for typewritten material: preferab- 
‘ly Ellams type. Box 60). Peace News, 3 
| Blackstock Road. N.4. 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re 
| ligious Society of Friends. free on application 
ito the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Friends House, Euston Road, London. N.W.1. 


WILL YOU help us to bring Christmas 
; cheer tu the men. women, and children’ still 
| living in Bow? Gifts of money, food. clothes. 
‘and toya will be most welcome. Rev. Patrick 
_Figgis, Kingsley Hall, Bow, E.3. 


! 


CHRISTMAS TRUCE REJECTED 


The Prime Minister declared (Nov. 27) 
that, in the event of a proposal being made 
by the Vatican or some neutral State for a 48 
hours’ cessation of hostilities from Dee. 24 to 
26, “it would certainly be rejected by His 
Mujexsty’s Government.” He gave no renson: 
{had he emphasized the practical difficulties of 
‘the proposal, and regretted that it seemed to 
him imnoasible to overcome them. we might 
have supposed that he had some sympathy 
with the idea. As it is, we are forced to con- 

iclude that the bare notion of a Christmas 
‘{ruce is repugnant to him. 


London, N.W.3. > 


